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Pains
Previous tools used were SAS, UNIX AWK & SED 
programs
• Turnaround time of data analysis requests use to be about two 

to three weeks
• Modification of programs were labor intensive and mistake 

prone
• Initial hours of analysis decreased approx. 50%, turnaround of 

requests went from two to three weeks to less than one week
Current reasons for uses
• Not able to see real data, source or target
• Not having availability of data during project meetings
• Not having a view of data while in development process



9/17/2008 AT&T 3

Who uses Data Explorer 
Reports?

Intended Users
• Business Analysts
• Data Analysts 
• Data Modelers
• Database Administrators
• Physical Database Designers
• Project Managers
• Requirements Analysts
• System Administrators
• Technical Business Analysts
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What does Data Explorer do?

Data Explorer is a database profiler and mapping 
tool that uses production data during the profiling 
and design processes:
• Process database columns or flat files for analysis
• Understanding legacy data before transforming it
• Decreases the chance that the final design will encounter 

performance or data integrity problems
• Decreases time lapse of problem recovery in quality 

control of new releases
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What else does Data Explorer 
do?

Data Explorer builds a complete and 
accurate profile of the existing data, 
clarifying:
• Data elements
• Data redundancies
• Data quality issues
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What are the Reports from Data 
Explorer?

• Attribute Summary Report: biggest benefit – Provide 
a view of the data at a glance, shows distinct counts 
from total records, lowest value and highest value.  
Easy to find constant values.

• Column Profile Report: biggest benefit – Provides 25 
most used and 25 least used values for all columns.  
Infers a data type and alternate data types based on 
the values processed.  Provides Pattern Analysis 
that has been inferred by the data.

• Redundancy Analysis Report: biggest benefit –
Provide a comparison between different columns 
data values and provides overlap percentages.
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Column Profile Report Here
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Pattern Analysis Characters:



9/17/2008 AT&T 10

Redundancy Profile Report
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Metadata

We update our Metadata to provide 
Data Explorer Analysis on each column 
of our EDW (Enterprise Data 
Warehouse).
Our Metadata is stored in a CA 
Advantage Repository using MVS DB2.
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Import Metadata
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Select Data Source
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Enter Database Access Parms



9/17/2008 AT&T 15

Select Tables to Import
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EDW Metadata

Column Profile 
Report is parsed for 
upload to EDW 
Metadata.
Search page for a 
table TATS209.
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EDW Metadata

Column List for table 
TATS209.
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EDW Metadata Column List

Listing of all the 
columns for table 
TATS209.
Pick from any 
column that has an 
Evoke hot button 
next to it.
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EDW Metadata for Column

Metadata for 
Database=Products, 
Table=TATS209 and 
Column= 
Additional_Line_Ind.
Extract Date is a 
snapshot in time of 
that data.
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Data Explorer Benefits
Project accurate timelines, estimate appropriate risk
• Identify risks and inaccuracies involved with working with source data

• Example: >50% reduction on hours for analysis by using Data Explorer
• Today we are able to process thousands of tables into our EDW Metadata without 

program modification
• Overnight profiling resolved for 95% of projects 
• Addition of Pattern Analysis to Column Profiling Report enhanced format and 

business rule validation
• Example: Data Modeler carried Column Profile Report of source data for 2 years during 

project development lifecycle

Integrated into web based metadata tool that is used by the Enterprise 
Data Warehouse community
• Fulfilled requests to see summary of live data at the column level.  Data Explorer 

provides this avenue via the EDW Metadata web site
• Immediate value to everyone with quicker and accurate response time compared 

to tools used previously
• 1997 purchase of DBStar (currently Informatica Data Explorer) revealed ROI 

within 8 months of purchase through labor hours and accuracy
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Summary
Data Explorer can provide valuable time saving 
analysis that would normally take much longer when 
done manually or with a combination of other tools.
Any questions?
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